
RearWindow
Theindestructible
DeveshChetty
Personalredemptionisacorefilm
industryconcept:nomatterhowmuch
fraud,dishonestyandplainhokiness
youmayhave inyourpast, tomorrowis
a freshnewpage.
There’san indestructiblequality to

filmfinancierDeveshChetty. Four
yearsagohewassentencedto22
weeks’ jail inSingapore for forgery,but
really it’sa tribute to thefilmindustry’s

unflaggingability to lookonthebright
side thatChettywasever inaposition
tohandle themissing$17million in
question.
He’salwaysbeenwellconnected.For

years,ChettyhelpedrunRobyn
Gardner’s talentmanagementgroup,
RGM,whichwasbehindfamousfaces
suchasCateBlanchett,RoseByrne
andAnthonyLaPaglia.

Andalwaysmisunderstood. In the
1990swhenhewasgeneralmanagerof
filmmakerScanboxAsia,Chettywas
accusedof takingasecretcommission
topromoteafilmscript.
Hedenied it, and inareleasedeed

Chettystatedhereceivednoother
payments,andScanboxdirectors
agreednot to informtheVictorian
Policeof thematter.
Scanbox’s 1999filmTheShrinkIs In,

starringCourteneyCoxandDavid
Arquette,wasfinancedbya
$US7.4 million loanfromComerica
Bank,onthebasis thatChettyhad
alreadysecureddistributiondeals
worth$US3.2million.
But thedistributiondeals, including

onewithBeckerGroupinAustralia,
hadsidedealswhereScanboxsecretly
promisedtorefundmostof the
distributionpayments.
Chetty laterpartneredwithGardner

torunRGMEntertainment in
Singapore.HeconvincedSingapore’s
MediaDevelopmentAuthority to
invest$27.5million to foster localfilm
production.
In2010,ChettyandGardnerbacked

thebusiness into the listedRGM
Media,whichlastedonly twoyears
beforecollapsing.
Meanwhile,Singapore’sMDAwas

gettingrestiveaboutwhere itsmoney
hadgone. Ithadbeenswallowedby

f

losses,butChetty forgedtwobank
statements toshowhiscompanystill
held the funds (therewasnosuggestion
of improperbehaviourbyGardner).
Chettywaschargedover the

forgeriesandwasoutonbailwhen
another investor,GarettLim, asked
about$2millionhehadlentChetty.No
problem–Chettyprovidedanother
forgedbankrecordtoshowhestillhad
themoney.
Chettywassentencedto22weeks’

prisonfor the three forgeries.He’shad
a lowprofilesince then,until last
March,whenMelbourne lawfirmQR
Lawyersobtainedabankruptcyruling
againsthim.
Foranyoneelse,bankruptcy isan

endnote.ForChetty, it justmeanshe’s
back.Hey, it’s thefilmbusiness.

CourteneyCox,who starred inThe
Shrink Is In, is unaware of the secret
side deals used to fund the movie.
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